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Carols for the Community

By: Ashley Weekly

 The Active Athletes are trading 
in their sneakers for sheet music to go 
caroling for a good cause. Mr. Alves and 
the students sang Christmas songs at the 
Montville Senior Center and Harrington 
Court in Colchester to spread Christmas 
spirit to the community. 
 The group practiced with Mr. 
Cushing after school to help them prepare, 
and Shaun Radgowski was the pianist 
at the practices and performances. The 
audience enjoyed the performance and 
sang along to most of the tunes. Students 
mingled with the senior citizens and staff 
while enjoying cookies, hot chocolate, 
and hot cider from the senior center to 
show its appreciation. There was also a 
raffle for the students and audience to win 
gingerbread cookie kits. Active Athletes 
also gave presents to the center, which 
were mostly board games. When asked 
about her favorite part, Katelyn Banta 
said, “I think it was just the fact that we 
brought Christmas cheer to all the people 
here. Just seeing their bright faces was 

warming to my heart.” 
 Kathleen Doherty-Peck, a staff 
member at the senior center, said, “They 
sounded wonderful, despite what they 
said. I just enjoy that all the athletes get 
together and wanted to come down and do 
something for the seniors, which I know 
the seniors absolutely love.” Cecelia 
Sullivan, an audience member at the show, 
said, “I just love the energy of the singers. 
They had joy, and that is important. They 
seem to be having fun. I am impressed 
that so many know what they want to do.”
 The group wanted to do more than 
fundraising. Alves said, “The objective 
of this group is to get involved in the 
community and complete community 
service projects.” However, through other 
events, the group has raised about $1500. 
Alves told the senior center, “We’re more 
than muscle in the Active Athletes.”

Active Athletes caroling at the Senior Center.                                     photo by Giannpierre Aquino

Special Compliments 
By: Kaylee Kingston
 Special education teachers need 
to have patience and a big heart to handle 
their students. Mr. Zeppieri, a teacher here 
at MHS says, “As a special education 
teacher, there are so many kids at this 
school I just don’t know. Our paths don’t 
cross and the circle I run in is pretty small. 
I love my circle, though. I wouldn’t trade 
it with anyone for anything. My guys – we 
go through a lot together and over time, 
we get pretty close. There are wins and 
losses. We don’t usually measure progress 
with straight lines and we can’t solve 
every. But we keep trying. Sounds like 
real life, right?”
 Chris Ulmer, a special education 
teacher at Keystone Academy in 
Jacksonville, FL, also holds his circle of 
students close. According to The Mighty 
news, Ulmer greets every student with a 
compliment in order to build confidence 
and self-esteem. 
 Ulmer says that many of his 
students were previously in an educational 
atmosphere where they felt put down. 
“Simple reminders of their positive 
attributes shifts [the students’] focus from 
what they can’t do to what they can do,” 
Ulmer stated to The Mighty. He feels that 
it’s his job to reverse this psychological 
hardwiring and build up their esteem. 
 After just a few weeks of 
complimenting his students, he found that 
they started to compliment each other. 
Ulmer said, “They praise each other for 
accomplishments as if it was their own. 
They never insult one another and actively 
work towards helping each other.” 
 Ulmer put together a video of 
the compliment sessions and posted it 
on Facebook to the “Special Books by 
Special Kids” page. This is a project he 
started with his students. The book focuses 
on each kids’ story in the classroom.
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MHS SPORTS
Balls of Fury 

By: Elizabeth Whitney 

 The gym was filled with cheers 
and flying balls during the MHS Dodgeball 
tournament. There was a huge turnout for 
the tournament; students came to cheer 
on their fellow classmates, some even 
brought signs, and watched the thrilling 
sport. There were five teams, each with six 
players (with at least two girls): T.McD, 
Van’s, the Jorts, the Dodgefathers, and the 
Half Nelsons. 
 During day one’s “round-robin,” 
the Half Nelsons won the first game 
against the Dodgefathers. During the 
second game, T.McD defeated Van’s. The 
Half Nelsons won again against T.McD. 
The final game was between the Jorts and 
Van’s, and the Jorts came out on top. 
 The pressure was on during day 
two; it started off with T.McD crushing 
the Dodgefathers. Then, the Jorts lost to 
the Half Nelsons and the Dodgefathers 
defeated Van’s. Next, T.McD won versus 
the Jorts. Surprisingly, the day ended 
with the Van’s upsetting the otherwise 
undefeated Half Nelsons.

 The final day was playoff time 
and the gym was loud with excited 
players and spectators. In the first round, 
the Dodgefathers defeated Van’s, but then 
lost next round against the Half Nelsons. 
In the third round, the Jorts and T.McD 
went head-to-head to see who would face 
the reigning champs, the Half Nelsons. 
T.McD moved on to the championship 
match where they were narrowly defeated 
by the Half Nelsons. After tears were shed 
and sweat wiped away, the Half Nelsons 
rejoiced and each member claimed their 
prize, a $5 gift card to Dunkin Donuts.
 The main purpose of this event 
was to raise money for the American 
Studies class trip to New York City in 
the spring. The one-dollar entrance fee, 
the sold snacks, and the $24 per team all 
went to the trip’s funding. However, and 
more importantly, this event was fun for 
everyone who attended and participated.

Teams fearlessly charge mid-court at the dodge ball tournament.                photo by: Mike Brown

Patriots and Warriors are 
Hungry for Repeat Titles
By: Van Heller
 The New England Patriots (NFL) 
and the Golden State Warriors (NBA) are 
hunting down consecutive championships. 
Both teams are excited to be on track for 
another title. 
 The Patriots have been crushing 
the competition since the season started in 
August, their record is 10-1, (lost to the 
Denver Broncos in week 12). It looks like 
nothing is stopping the Pats from reaching 
the playoffs for the seventh year in a row.
New England is no stranger to repeats. 
In the 2004-2005 season, the Pats won 
back-to-back Lombardi trophies. The Pats 
almost attained a perfect season back in 
2007, but were beaten by the underdogs, 
The NY Giants. However, with over 10 
starters injured, and teams like Carolina 
Panthers with 11 wins on the board (the 
only team in the NFL team still with a 
perfect record). The post-season will be 
the deciding factor for the Patriots.
 The Warriors have been creating 
publicity with their winning streak as well. 
With a 20-0 record, the Warriors have 
broken the undefeated record to begin a 
season in NBA history. Even though a loss 
in the NBA is more likely to happen than 
in the NFL, the Warriors have already set 
a high bar.
 Stephen Curry (point guard 
for the Warriors) is playing like he 
hasn’t stopped since last season. He has 
broken multiple 3-point records and has 
great teammates around him like Klay 
Thompson, Draymond Green, and many 
more superstars. Most NBA teams aren’t 
as stacked with valuable players like the 
Warriors. However, it is still too early in 
the NBA season to make any calls. The 
Warriors still have to play through the 
whole season before playoff time rolls 
around. 
 Back-to-back championships are 
anything but easy. Only time will tell if 
these teams will make history, again.
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MHS SPORTS

By: Alex Clemons
 Three: that’s the number of outs 
allowed in an inning. That’s the number 
of strikes allowed at the plate, and the 
number of outfielders acting as a second 
line of defense. It’s also the number of 
MHS baseball players that are going to be 
on the Blue Devil’s roster next fall. 
 On November 14 and 15, seniors 
T.T. Bowens and Jeremy Sagun each 
signed a National Letter of Intent to 
play baseball at Central Connecticut 
State University (CCSU). Bowens 
and Sagun have had their fair share of 
accomplishments at MHS and it’s only 
fitting that they continue their success 
at the Division 1 level. Montville head 
coach, Steve Stonoha said, “Academically 
it’s a good fit and baseball wise it’s a 
good fit as well. They do have openings 
at Central for T.T. and Jeremy to maybe 
not play their freshman year, but to play 

Bowens and Sagun Sign to Central 

soon.” Both boys are excited about the 
opportunity and hope to become elite 
players for the Blue Devil’s program. 
 That shouldn’t be hard 
considering the chemistry that will be 
present on the field. Along with each other, 
Bowens and Sagun will be joining former 
teammate and current Blue Devil, Buddy 
Dewaine Jr., on the field next year. Three 
years of playing high school baseball and 
countless youth games together should 
give the infield trio the upper hand. 
 The boys will be attending 
CCSU in the fall of 2016 and Montville 
is proud and excited to watch them take 
that next step. The future is set for the two 
boys and, judging by the things they’ve 
accomplished on the field so far, it sure 
looks bright. 

By: Isabel Orbe 

 After thirteen seasons with the 
Boston Red Sox, David Ortiz will hang up 
his No. 34 jersey with hopes of heading 
to Cooperstown. The Dominican native 
announced, just after his fortieth birthday, 
that the 2016 MLB season would be his 
last. According to MLB Trade Rumors.
com, Ortiz said, “Life is based on 
different chapters, and I think I am ready 
to experience the next one in my life.”
 The 9-time All Star has become 
a beloved, dependable player during his 
19 seasons in the Major Leagues. Ortiz 
was dubbed “Big Papi” not only for his 
size, but also for his powerful swing that 
earned him 503 career home runs. This 
record ranks him twenty-seventh on the 
MLB all-time home run list. Since Ortiz 
arrived in Boston in 2003, he led the Red 
Sox to three World Series Championships 

Big Papi Leaves Boston

(2004, 2007, and 2013). His post-season 
statistics, including a .688 batting average 
and two home runs in six games, earned 
him the MVP award for the 2013 World 
Series. Longtime teammate, Jason 
Varitek, said to the Boston Herald, “David 
is one of the greatest hitters ever to wear 
a Red Sox uniform, one of the top clutch 
hitters in baseball over the last 13 years, 
and the best designated hitter in history…
the game will miss him.”
 Ortiz’s statistics alone make him 
a shoe-in for the Hall of Fame; however, 
a controversial drug test in 2003 and his 
designated hitter (DH) position can tarnish 
his chances. Ortiz failed a drug-screening 
test conducted by the league because he 
was taking over-the-counter pills that 
were legal at the time. According to CNN, 
he said, “I never knowingly took any 

steroids. If you think that ruins everything 
I have done in this game, there is nothing 
I can say to convince you different.” Ortiz 
firmly believes he deserves to be in the 
baseball Hall of Fame despite off field 
reports and hearsay. However, skeptics 
also argue that playing DH for most of his 
career lessens his value. By MLB rules, 
Ortiz had to play a field position (first 
baseman) in order to bat during postseason 
games; in other words, the DH position 
didn’t exist during tournament time. Other 
than that, Ortiz is only seen swinging at 
home plate with his high, one-handed 
finish. This won’t be a rushed decision 
especially with Ortiz’s final season still to 
be played and more statistics to be added 
to his resume. 

 photo by: Emily Kewer
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Open Mic Night

By: Catherine Furman

 The Montville Arts Council hosted 
an open mic night, “Speak for Yourself,” 
for all of MHS to express themselves. The 
event was held in honor of the passing 
of sophomore Kaylee Kingston’s aunt, 
Dianna Ruthiecoliez-Caruso. 
  “Speak for Yourself” is an event 
that is held where the students and teachers 
get the opportunity to stand in front of 
a crowd and read their poetry, and even 
display some of their photographs. Some 
of the poems read are usually written by 
the speaker and are personal to them. Mrs. 
Roberge, a life skills teacher, read poems 
she wrote about her childhood home and 
her college life. Van Heller read a poem 
he wrote for campers at the summer camp 
he worked at. Not all stories have to be 
personal; many students enjoyed reading 
some of their favorite pieces by famous 
poets, like “The Hotdog with Everything 
on It” written by Shel Silverstein, which 
Devon Waters read.
  Not only did MHS teachers and 
students have the opportunity to present 

their creativity, but also alumni students, 
such as Colby McAdams and Gloria 
Creamer, who came back to show the 
talent they’ve acquired. McAdams and 
Creamer claimed to be fairly nervous 
while getting ready for their turn to speak, 
but gained confidence when they began 
reading.
  Public speaking is said to be one 
of the biggest fears found in a teenager. 
Reading pieces of poetry, that can be 
sometimes be personal, is a brave thing 
to do as a high school student. “Speak for 
Yourself” is a good way to practice public 
speaking and express your inner creativity. 
Mrs. Laurencot, an English teacher and a 
member of the Montville Arts Council, 
gave advice to her nervous students; if 
you are going to make a speech in front 
of a crowd, a good way to boost your 
confidence is to hold your hands on your 
hips and have your head held high, like a 
superhero. 

MHS Autumn 
Art Contest
By: Kaylee Kingston and Megan Henderson

 MHS’s 2015 Fall Contest 
gave people a creative way to express 
themselves. The Autumn Theme Creative 
Arts Contest was organized by MHS’s 
Arts Council. Students were able to 
submit anything relating to the theme. 
They could submit photography, videos, 
written pieces, paintings, and sculptures. 
 The last day to submit artwork 
was November 24. The winners of this 
contest were awarded with Amazon gift 
cards and entered into a general pool for 
MHS’s yearly prizes in May. The winners 
haven’t been selected because only a few 
people submitted art. MHS has a lot of 
artistically talented students, so it was a 
surprise that not many decided to take part 
in this contest. Hopefully, the next contest 
will have more submissions.
 The theme of the art contest 
was debated on. Different ideas came to 
mind before settling on having an autumn 
themed contest. This was a general topic 
and encompassed all of the holidays 
and other events that happen during 
this season. The Arts Council hoped a 
broad theme would allow students more 
creativity and would increase the number 
of entries.
 The goal of the contest was 
to encourage artistic expression. It is 
extremely important for artistic students 
to have the opportunity to express 
themselves through their artwork. It 
encouraged them to be confident in their 
work and to be proud of what they create. 
 Mrs. Perry and Ms. Halsey, the 
Arts Council advisors, have sponsored 
similar contests in the past. The most 
entries they have received was 68 for the 
MHS Art show last year. The Montville 
Arts Council runs three writing contests a 
year. Its goal is to generate student art and 
recognize student’s creativity. 
 The Arts Council would love if 
more students could join and help promote 
the arts.

Sage Maciejny performs at open Mic Night at MHS.                                              photo by: Christina Chen
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Coats on Poles 

By: Shumoel Zafar
 Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child is going to be the eighth “book” in 
J.K. Rowling’s famous series. Many adults 
and teens are diehard fans of the novel 
series Harry Potter. People all around the 
world lined up in anticipation to buy the 
first book and continued to every time a 
new Potter book was released. Now, for 
the first time on stage, an epilogue is 
being added to the series as a two-part 
play. Jack Thorne and John Tiffany, who 
collaborated with Rowling to produce 
the play, wrote the script. The play will 
officially open at the Palace Theatre in 
London in July 2016.
 This play places Harry Potter as 
a middle-aged man with three school-
aged children. The story revolves around 
Potter’s son, Albus Severus Potter, 
who feels unwanted pressure because 
of his father’s legacy. This story could 

Part 8 of Harry Potter Series
connect older readers to one of their 
favorite childhood characters. Potter 
will be a struggling father trying to 
have a connection with his son while 
juggling his personal life and work at the 
Ministry of Magic. Potter and Albus will 
be clashing heads with each other. The 
message the writers are trying to convey 
is that sometimes darkness comes from 
unexpected places. 
 “It’s exciting. I was actually 
hoping that [Rowling] continued the story. 
There’s a lot of plot holes that she could 
add to,” says MHS junior, Chelsea Tanner 
when asked about her feelings toward 
the addition. This play takes place 19 
years after the ending of Deathly Hallows 
and wasn’t pre-planned or thought out 
beforehand. A group of people came 
together to present this idea to Rowling 
who thought it was a great idea. According 

to Inquistr: News Worth Sharing, Rowling 
says, “So you know it isn’t a prequel: 
Harry Potter and the #CursedChild starts 
#19yearslater!” Potter was last seen 
waving his sons off to Hogwarts and 
Rowling doesn’t consider the eighth part 
to be a prequel to the beginning of the 
series despite the title. 
 Daniel Radcliffe, who played 
Potter’s character in the first seven 
movies, will not be playing the role in this 
play. According to a recent interview on 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame, Radcliffe 
says, “I’m getting asked a lot, ‘Would you 
play him?’ and I’m like ‘No’ because I’ve 
done it. But it would be very weird to see 
someone else play him.” Even without 
Radcliffe, Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child is a highly anticipated “Where are 
they now?” story.

 There’s a brand new movement: 
coats on poles. This isn’t public art; there’s 
something more meaningful behind it. The 
coats on poles are meant for the homeless 
to take anonymously. Occasionally, there 
are signs attached saying, “I am not lost. 
Take me if you need me.” 
 ABC News interviewed Gabriella 
Kaper, a 20-year-old college student from 
Maine, about her part in the movement. 
After buying five coats from her local 
Goodwill store, she tied the coats up on 
light poles. She said that the next day all 
of them were gone. “I have been getting 
emails and text messages saying that 
people have been putting up more coats 
and hats and mittens,” Kaper says. “I 
have definitely started something and I’m 
really happy about that.”
 Tara Smith-Atkins, with the help 

of her family and the daycare she runs, 
went to the streets of Caledonia for her 
daughter’s eighth birthday. During an 
interview with their local Nova News, 
she talked about how they handed out 
jackets with either mittens or socks in the 
pockets or a scarf with a hat and mittens. 
Smith-Atkins thought this was a powerful 
learning moment for the young girls that 
went there. She stressed the importance of 
having a warm coat. 
 Some people believe that this 
should become a cultural norm, and that 
it should be something that everyone does 
for the season. However, others don’t 
the share the enthusiasm because some 
non-homeless people may take the coats. 
Smith-Atkins argues that proverty isn’t 
always visible. 

 

By:  Elizabeth Whitney  

 Stock Photo
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OPINION
Van’s Culinary Corner: 
Oakdale Pizza

By: Van Heller

  In this week’s installment 
of VCC, we’re exploring Oakdale Pizza, 
a local hot spot. This place is very near 
and dear to my heart as one of my favorite 
Montville restaurants. The ambiance is 
quaint, and the workers make you feel like 
you’re their guest for dinner every time 
you walk in.
 Don’t let the name fool you, Oakdale 
Pizza offers so much more than just a 
variety of pizzas. The menu ranges from 
seafood to pasta. It doesn’t matter what 
you’re craving because Oakdale Pizza 
will have it. It also offers a kid’s menu 
and a full bar, therefore, this restaurant 
appeals to people of all ages. You can’t go 
wrong choosing anything off this menu.
 I decided I was going to order 
something I’ve never tried before. I went 
with Simo’s Classic Greek Burger. It was 
everything I was looking for. The burger 
looked like it went swimming because it 
was so juicy, and the melted feta cheese 
on top gave it a rich and creamy taste. The 
fresh herbs and vegetables created a crispy 

crunch with every bite. The burger was so 
filling I had trouble finishing it, which is 
always a good sign. The real problem was, 
when I finished the burger, there was still 
a whole side order of French fries to take 
down, but I make sure to finish every meal 
I get.
 The staff at Oakdale Pizza has a 
great attitude too. A few of them are MHS 
alumni, so it’s easier to feel at home when 
your waiter or waitress has a familiar 
smile.
 Oakdale Pizza has become one of 
Montville’s most popular restaurants. For 
most people who live on the Oakdale side 
of town, it is the best option for a quick 
bite to eat. I only wish that they could 
move towards my area of town and have 
it be “Uncasville Pizza.” So next time 
you’re looking for a reasonably priced 
meal, that’s only a short drive away, 
choose Oakdale Pizza.

It’s All About 
Equality 
By: Elizabeth Whitney
 I’ve seen anti-feminism all over 
social media, and I can say that it terrifies 
me. If there is one thing to know about 
feminism, it’s that it’s not supposed to be 
a hate group. It’s not about hating guys 
and wanting to wipe out the entire male 
population or turn them into our slaves. 
It’s about equality. 
 Even though there was an Equal 
Pay Act in 1963, women are still not 
receiving the same pay as men for the 
same job. The White House posted an 
article on its website with estimates that 
for every dollar a man makes a woman 
makes 77 cents. This can cause serious 
economic problems for women.
 This isn’t just about equal pay. 
As women, we are taught to worry about 
our looks in order to please men. We are 
taught that going to the extent of getting 
cosmetic surgery is fine, just as long as 
we look beautiful in the end. We have ads 
that tell us we need to look a certain way: 
we must have makeup and wear the best 
clothes. We need more ads that tell girls 
that being intelligent is more important 
than being a size zero. 
 Women are treated as objects. 
In sexual assault and rape cases, there’s 
blame on the woman for leading men on. 
Her skirt was too short, she wore too much 
makeup and she was drinking too much.  
Instead of teaching women to prevent 
rape, we should be teaching people to not 
think of them as objects. 
 Feminism isn’t just about women; 
it’s about equality for everyone. It’s about 
not labeling men as having to be brute and 
tough, and that girls are sugar and spice. 
We’re about to enter 2016, yet we still 
have gender norms. Women are supposed 
to be at home and taking care of the 
children while men bring home the bacon. 
Yet, if a man stays home, he is seen as a 
wimp because his wife works in his place. 
As a country, we need feminism. 

The famous Greek burger at Oakdale Pizza.                                                           Photo By: Patrick Caron
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OPINION

By: Lilly Pastrana 
 Starbucks has introduced a 
new cup for the holidays that is stirring 
up controversy. Their plain red cup is 
causing people to believe that Starbucks 
is not showing Christmas spirit during 
the holiday season. Some Christians are 
saying because there are no snowflakes or 
holly on the cups that Starbucks is going 
against their faith. In previous years, 
Starbucks’ holiday cups had Christmas 
and winter designs on them, but these 
styles most likely caused unwanted 
attention, too. 
 I personally respect that Starbucks 
has a new plain red cup for the holidays 
because it respects all religions around 
the world. Using the color red, which is a 
holiday themed color, without Christmas 
designs ensures that other religions than 
Christianity don’t feel uncomfortable 
when purchasing a beverage during the 

Starbucks Cup Controversy 
holiday season. Honestly, I don’t care 
about the color of the cup; I just want the 
actual drink to be tasty. Starbucks still has 
at least one Christmas themed drink, such 
as the chestnut praline latte. People are 
making a big deal out of something that 
does not matter; a cup is a cup. 
 There are more important things 
going on in the world to worry about 
than the color of a cup at a coffee shop. 
Starbucks customers can draw their own 
unique drawings and write messages on 
the bright red cup; they can create their 
own story whether it’s about Christmas or 
not. There is no need for people to say that 
Starbucks is not celebrating Christmas or 
to criticize its red cups. There is nothing 
on the cup against Christmas or any 
religion, which is the point of the boring 
design; Starbucks is not trying to offend 
anyone. 

By: Megan Henderson

 President Obama’s Syrian refugee 
plan is unfair and is putting United States 
citizens in danger. Obama plans on 
letting 10,000 refugees into the United 
States within the next year. He plans on 
providing these refugees with homes and 
helping them find jobs. This is a terrible 
idea; it wouldn’t only steal jobs from our 
unemployed, but also our peace of mind.
 In January of 2014, there were 
578,424 homeless people in America. 
About 49,933 of them were homeless 
veterans. These veterans fought for our 
rights and sacrificed so much for this 
country and its people. U.S. citizens 
should be put before the Syrian refugees. 
The government could be providing 
10,000 of our own people with housing. 
There are also many unemployed people 
in the country. We should be helping these 

Syrian Refugees: Coming to a Town Near You
people find jobs. I am all for helping the 
refugees, but I do not believe they should 
come before our people.
 I also believe that if they let the 
refugees come into the country, then they 
are putting the rest of us in danger. ISIS has 
already threatened Washington D.C. and 
who knows if this radical group plans to 
use these refugees to infiltrate our borders. 
Out of all the refugees 9,999 of them could 
be innocent, but it only takes one person 
to hurt hundreds of people. However, I 
do think that we should help find these 
people homes and safe havens, but they 
shouldn’t be here. Many state governors 
are refusing to allow the refugees into 
their states. In my opinion, I think this is 
a smart decision. The people will not have 
to be more paranoid than they already are. 
These governors are looking out for their 

communities.
 There are no background checks 
that are capable of telling us if a refugee 
is safe or not. I understand that the 
government does have background checks 
in place, but these tests are not able to tell 
us what each refugee is thinking or feeling. 
The refugees could have no criminal 
records or any red flags, but still dislike 
this country to the point where they’d want 
to harm its people. We are supposed to feel 
safe in our own homes. We are supposed 
to feel as if we can confide in one another. 
We are not supposed to feel scared when 
we go to a concert or when we are on a 
flight to go on vacation. Therefore, I don’t 
believe taking in refugees is a good idea.

 photo by: Kaylee Kingston
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LIFE
Town Council Elections

By:  Chelsea Tanner 

 Every two years, when the fall 
months roll in, the streets of Montville are 
colored with politicians’ campaign signs. 
The candidates prepare themselves for the 
many meetings, the endless amount of in-
town events to attend, paperwork signing, 
and of course door-to-door campaigning. 
In the end, it comes down to 7 out of 10 
representatives who will get their seat on 
the town council.
 There are many ups and downs in 
the time before Election Day, including 
arguments between the two parties. When 
asked about the biggest struggle during 
election time, Laura Tanner answered, 
“Mudslinging opponents. They speak a 
lot of non-truths, and you sometimes have 
to defend yourself for something that isn’t 
even true.” 
 When all is said and done and the 
votes are counted, all the candidates with 
their families head over to the Montville 
Polish Club to eat and have a celebratory 
drink as they wait to fill out the score 
boards and find out the winners. While 

waiting for the results, candidates grow 
anxious. Tanner said, “I was just hoping I 
did enough to get my message out.” 
 The Democrats came out on top at 
this year’s election. Elected were Joseph 
Jaskiewicz (Chairman), Billy Caron (Vice 
Chairman), and Council Members Tim 
May, Laura Tanner, and Chuck Longton. 
Republicans Kathleen Pollard and Joseph 
Rogulski were also elected Council 
Members.
 A week later, all the electees 
headed to town hall with an audience 
including people of the community, 
friends, and family to be sworn in by 
Susan Byciewicz, former Secretary of the 
State of Connecticut. Taking an oath, the 
town council members swear to faithfully 
and impartially discharge the duties of the 
office to the best of their abilities.

Pencils of Promise
By: Chelsea Tanner

 “What do you want most in the 
world?” Adam Braun asked a little boy 
begging in the streets of India. “A pencil,” 
he answered. Braun reached into his 
backpack, pulled out a pencil, and handed 
it to the little boy, who beamed at him with 
the biggest smile. Right then, Braun saw 
the profound power and promise brought 
through something as small as a pencil. 
From there, he continued to backpack 
around the world doing what he could and 
making a change just by handing out pens 
and pencils. 
 Pencils of Promise (PoP) began 
with that question and it started to grow. 
PoP is a nonprofit organization. Every 
dollar goes directly to its programs. The 
organization is now involved with over 
300 schools, helping 33,883 children. 
Every school is fully operational and 
educating students daily. PoP believes, 
“everyone deserves access to quality 
education.” They are, “reshaping the 
landscape of education.”
 Sadly, many people in this world 
are uneducated. They lack basic reading, 
writing, and math skills. Think of it this 
way: the 25 million uneducated people are 
equivalent to three-quarters of the U.S. 
population, every single person who uses 
Instagram, and the number of people who 
have ever visited the Eiffel Tower. That’s 
5,000 times the average number of people 
in the stadium during the 2014 FIFA world 
cup. 
 PoP gives out student 
scholarships. In 2012, 2,535 scholarships 
were distributed for secondary school 
education. This gave students all the 
resources they would need to accomplish 
a full year of school. 
 Education is one of the most 
powerful weapons people can use to 
change the world. Pencils of Promise is 
creating a future where all children are 
given a chance to succeed. 

The Montville town council getting sworn into office.                                     Photo by: Patrick Caron
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By: Abigail Orbe
 Superstition of the infamous 
Friday the Thirteenth rang true last month 
when terror struck Paris. Leaving 129 
people dead and 352 injured, three teams 
of terrorists coordinated the deadliest 
attacks in France since World War II. 
Suicide bombers attempted to enter the 
Stade de France, a soccer stadium, but 
detonated outside the arena. They were 
targeting French President François 
Hollande and thousands of civilians 
watching the match. 
 The bulk of the causalities 
occurred at an Eagles of Death Metal 
performance at the Bataclan concert hall. 
Three masked gunman opened fire on the 
crowded hall killing 118. According to 
British e-newspaper Daily Mail, Hanna 
Corbett, a witness of the attack, said, “It 
was towards the end of the gig, and we 
heard what sounded like firecrackers or 
fireworks… We all just dropped to the 
floor… Some managed to crawl out, but 

Pray for Paris

there was just a pile of people by the 
fire exit. We didn’t know what we were 
crawling over.” 
 Hollande blames ISIS, an 
Islamic extremist group, for these violent 
attacks. The attackers are believed to 
have communicated through PlayStation 
4, which is difficult for authorities to 
monitor or track. One of these attackers 
reportedly entered France by posing as a 
Syrian refugee causing suspicion of over 
one million Syrians seeking haven. France 
has fought back against ISIS by carrying 
out airstrikes against the group in Syria. 
Hollande met with President Obama and 
Vladimir Putin of Russia in the aftermath 
of the attack with the hope of banding 
together against these dangerous radicals. 
Though many mysteries remain about the 
violence in Paris, one thing is certain; the 
world’s fight against terrorism is about to 
change.

By: Van Heller
 Real-estate mogul, Donald Trump, 
is leading the pack in the Republican 
race and trumping the competition. From 
the start of this year’s GOP campaign, 
Trump has made it clear that he is not 
trying to make friends on the campaign 
trail. His disregard of opponents’ feelings 
and refusal to apologize for insensitive 
comments have boosted the billionaire’s 
standing. 
 Trump’s accusations and rude 
remarks have caused an uproar in the 
public, which has proven to be a benefit 
and a disadvantage. Since Trump made 
“rapists” remarks during his speech 
on his immigration plan, people were 
expecting an apology and Trump’s 
withdrawal from the GOP nomination, 
but that wouldn’t be the Trump-way of 

The Lower the Blows, the Higher the Polls
handling things. The billionaire never 
backpedaled his statement of racially 
insulting Mexicans, and that could have 
been the best move he could have ever 
done. Rush Limbaugh (conservative radio 
icon) claimed on his show that voters are 
fed up with candidates holding back their 
opinions when the media calls them out. 
A poll from 2010 explained that three-
quarters of Americans felt that “political 
correctness,” the avoidance of insults to 
groups of people, was a problem. 
 Early on in Trump’s campaign, 
he was stumbling to answer questions 
and couldn’t go into depth on his plans to 
solve some of America’s current issues. 
After a rough start and an embarrassing 
performance in the primaries, the Trump 
train got on track. Finding his beat in the 

campaign was easy, rude, edgy, loud, and 
the Republicans love it. At the very least, 
Trump can be deemed unpredictable. 
Before his campaign announcement, 
Trump’s staff wrote him a short speech of 
less than 100 words. When Trump finished 
giving his speech, it became an almost 
2,000 word rant; even his staff can’t tell 
what his next move might be. 
Trump is bulldozing the competition, 
insulting politicians, news reporters, and 
everything that has to do with politics. 
Other GOP candidates have adopted 
Trump’s strategy. Ben Carson (Republican 
candidate) has also attempted a smear 
campaign and is close behind Trump in 
the polls. Trump has created hotels and 
billions of dollars, but the question rises, 
can he make America great again?

 Stock Photo
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LGBTQ Club

By: Lindanicole Ramos 

 Everyone deserves equal respect, 
no matter gender, race, or social-status. 
Everyone is worthy of love and respect. 
Senior Caitlyn Castro and sophomore 
Duncan Brown have taken the initiative 
to start a Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual, 
Transgender, and Queer (LGBTQ) Club. 
Castro and Brown hope the club will 
create a safe space for LGBTQ teens, as 
well as those who identify as straight. 
“The club is about coming together and 
not caring about what people think. 
It’s about us accepting who we are and 
not caring about the outside world for a 
change,” explained Castro, President of 
the LGBTQ Club. 
 Initially, Castro and Brown 
believed the club would receive some 
backlash, and still feel there might be 
some animosity toward the club. Even so, 
the club’s members want to spread their 
attitude of love and acceptance. 
 The club wants students to know 
it is there to help people who are going 
through tough times at home, LGBTQ 

related or not. Students can discuss 
problems they’re facing and receive 
helpful advice from their peers, who may 
be experiencing a similar situation. Its 
message is positive and welcoming. Vice 
President Brown joined the club because 
he felt that coming out as bisexual in 
7th grade was a serious thing and is still 
a serious thing. He wants to help young 
people with coming out and share his 
experience with others who are LGBTQ 
at MHS.
 The club meets every Wednesday 
after school with advisor, Mrs. Macri. 
The meeting times vary. The club always 
accepts new members, even if the person 
who wants to join the club is straight. 
They’re still very welcomed to join the 
club. If you have any questions, feel free 
to talk to Mrs. Macri, Duncan Brown, or 
Caitlyn Castro.

The Pipeline Beat: 
Positive Vibes    
By: Shumoel Zafar 
 “I should say this once, that I’m 
grateful to have this school. That’s all I’m 
saying,” a MHS student anonymously 
said through The Pipeline. Many students 
don’t enjoy the hours of homework or 
strict rules that are a part of school, but 
some MHS students shared why they’re 
thankful all the same.
 Teachers can make or break 
a class and some MHS students agree 
our teachers are some of the best. “I’m 
grateful for the teachers; some are a lot 
of fun and they’re willing to help me 
out,” said sophomore Joanna Liang. She 
explains that the teachers have interesting 
and fun ways to teach and to promote 
student participation. Sheyenne Gillis, a 
sophomore, says, “I’m grateful that we 
have such an amazing group of teachers 
that are helpful and overall considerate to 
the students they teach.” Meagan Jones 
said, “I’m grateful for all the kind teachers 
at Montville, and I like our school because 
a lot of students have pride to be at 
Montville.” 
 Senior Angela Liang says, “I’m 
grateful for the efforts that our custodians 
put in to try to make our school as clean 
as possible. And I like that our school 
provides us with clubs, sports, and classes 
that suit everyone’s interest.” Sophomore 
Luisa Alarcon said, “I’m grateful for all 
the opportunities that [MHS] has. The 
classes can really get you ready for the 
future.” She also explains that she loves 
learning something new each time she 
enters the classroom. Anthony DeStefano, 
a sophomore, says, “I am grateful for 
having a school system with teachers that 
care for their students and a community of 
good friends that I can talk to every day.” 
He also enjoys that MHS offers electives 
which add a little more excitement to 
the day. Many MHS students appreciate 
the hardworking teachers and various 
opportunities available to them, which 
make school enjoyable.

President, Caitlyn Castro, and the LGBT Club before their meeting.            Photo by: Giannpierre Aquino

Interested in joining The Chieftain?
See Mrs. Laurencot for 

information
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By: Alex Clemons
What’s your favorite thing about MHS?
Um, playing baseball I guess.

Out of all of the AAU, high school, and 
youth teams you’ve played for, which one 
was your favorite to play on and why?
Probably my AAU team, Crush, because 
all of my bros are on it.

What do you love about baseball?
Being a part of the team with good friends 
and playing for a state championship.

What was your experience like playing in 
the state championship game last spring?
It was like nothing I’ve ever been a part 
of before. It felt so good standing on the 
field with our whole school in the stands 
cheering for us and just to do the things 
we did in the playoffs; I think we deserved 
to be there. 

Humans of MHS: Seamus Barry

Do you see baseball in your future 
beyond high school?
I believe I can. It’s just if I put in the work 
to get there, but I’ve been working really 
hard so far in the off-season. Hopefully, I 
perform up to the standards I am capable 
and expected of in the spring, so colleges 
might take notice. 

If you could play baseball at any school 
in the country, what school would it be 
and why?
University of North Carolina because 
it’s my dream school, and if I could 
play baseball there, it would be a great 
experience to play with some of the best 
players in the country.

     photo by: Josh Anderson

By: Lilly Pastrana and Megan Henderson  
 The holidays are approaching, and 
festivity is spreading throughout MHS. 
The main office at MHS is decorated 
with everything from snowflakes to 
Christmas trees. In every hallway, there 
are multiple flyers on bulletin boards 
advertising upcoming holiday events. 
Nicole McDonald, a sophomore said, 
“When I walk through the halls when it’s 
close to holiday break, I get so excited on 
how lively the halls look when they are 
flooded with spirit. I see vibrant colors 
on the clothing during this time, but the 
students’ smiles during this time of year 
are the brightest.”
 There are quite a few winter 
events coming up. Montville Arts Council 
is holding a holiday book sale and is 
accepting book donations. Students 

Holiday Spirit at MHS 
and staff can also purchase a selection 
of books at this event. The MHS Music 
Department is serving a holiday dinner 
pasta fundraiser. This dinner also comes 
with a student performance. All proceeds 
will go toward the music department at 
MHS.
 Senior Stacia Tibbetts is ran a card 
collection campaign, “Giving Thanks to 
the Brave,” that will allow students to send 
cards to American troops. These cards 
are meant to show our endless support 
to troops during this winter season. Ms. 
Gregory’s class made and sold seasonal 
sugar scrubs in the scents pomegranate, 
cucumber melon, and lavender. This 
fundraiser benefited the group Family 
Holiday Shopping.
 Though some students believe 

that there is enough holiday spirit at 
MHS, others disagree. When asked if 
she believes that there is enough holiday 
spirit at MHS, sophomore Jie Yi Huang 
said, “There’s not enough.” Sophia 
George, MHS senior, believes the Music 
Department’s concert is festive and said, 
“I think the choir department has a lot of 
holiday spirit, but other than that I don’t 
really think Montville has a lot of holiday 
spirit.” 
 The holiday spirit at MHS may 
not be visible through lights and singing 
in the hallways, but students are showing 
their holiday heart by giving back to their 
community. This is truly what this season 
is all about, and most MHS students are 
excited for the holidays.
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By: Ashley Weekly
Last issue’s Guess the Teacher was Mr. 
Stonoha, a math teacher. This issue’s 
Guess the Teacher used to sing in a cover 
band. Her favorite major league sport to 
watch is basketball. In elementary school, 
she wanted to be a teacher. Her favorite 
hobbies are drawing, painting, and doing 
arts and crafts. Her favorite book is “The 
Alchemist” by Paulo Coelho. She only 
remembers some of her dreams. The last 
film she saw was “The Hunger Games.” 
She does not have a nickname. If she 
could have any other job in the school 
for a day, she would partner up with the 
principal. She loves to dance. She played 
volleyball and practiced karate when she 
was little. She would rather be able to see 
into the future than the past. If she could 
have a wardrobe full of one designer 
brand, she would choose Prada. She has 

Guess the Teacher

a small garden. Her favorite dinner food 
is chicken and mashed potatoes. She sings 
when she cooks. She can pat her head 
and rub her stomach at the same time. 
She has ridden on a motorcycle for about 
10 minutes. Her celebrity crush is Ian 
Somerhalder. If she could pick any cause 
to donate 1 million dollars to, she would 
choose one that helps stray animals and 
animal shelters. The last performance she 
saw was “The Lion King” in New York 
City. She has donated blood. She is a 
morning person and is usually in bed by 
9 p.m. She worked at New London Public 
Schools before she worked at MHS. Her 
first job was a substitute teacher. She 
would rather have to communicate with 
tongue twisters for the rest of her life than 
not be able to talk at all. She has two small 
dogs. She would rather only be able to use 

By: Lilly Pastrana and Staff Editors

Internet.org is a new website that allows 
free internet access to every corner of the 
world. This website, run by Facebook, 
provides inexpensive internet connection 
to over a billion people. 
This program allows people to find 
valuable and abundant information via 
the internet. The Innovation Lab is a 
department of the program that helps 
people develop a better understanding 
of how apps work. Free Basics, another 
department, provides people with access 
to websites for free. These websites 
typically have job postings, health and 
education information, and daily news. 
Kids use this to help with homework, and 
some adults have used it to start their own 
businesses. Most of all, people are using 
Free Basics to learn how to get and stay 
healthy. 

Internet.org 

One of the main goals of Internet.org is 
to improve peoples’ lives by increasing 
the level of online activity throughout 
the world. Internet access has already 
been brought to over 15 million people in 
underdeveloped countries. The team in the 
Connectivity Lab is experimenting with 
lasers to try to beam internet access down 
from an aircraft called the Aquila.
The companies Samsung, Ericsson, 
MediaTek, Opera Software, Nokia, and 
Qualcomm are all in partnership with 
Internet.org and Facebook. Internet.
org is beneficial to the phone companies 
that joined this movement because more 
smartphones and tablets will be purchased 
if the internet is available to more people. 
The founders of this website are willing 
to work with all mobile operators and 
developers to bring internet access and 

basic internet services to people who 
cannot go online otherwise. This program 
also has a plan to reduce the amount 
of data needed to access basic internet 
service. 
This website is targeting underdeveloped 
countries that can use the internet to help 
them grow. Asia and Africa are already 
benefitting from this program. Internet.
org started in Zambia last year and is now 
making its way to India. People living 
in underdeveloped countries lack the 
resources to gain knowledge about the 
outside world. Internet.org is helping these 
citizens to have a better understanding of 
international events and makes important 
weather notifications available. Internet.
org and its partners are changing the 
world by giving everyone easy access to 
important information and news.

A clue to the teacher’s identity
Photo by: Kaylee Kingston

a laptop for the rest of her life than only be 
able to use a phone. Her favorite song is 
“Billie Jean” by Michael Jackson,


